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<WS8 
SPEECH BY DON DUNSTAN, PREMIER OF SOUTH AU5TRALIA, 
AT THE OPENING OF ROBIN HOOD INTERNATIONAL ART COMPETITION. 
2 8 / 1 0 / 7 0 . 
THE MENTALLY, PHYSICALLY AND SOCIALLY HANDICAPPED IN OUR 
COMMUNITY FALL INTO TWO BROAD CATEGORIES:- THOSE WHO WERE 
BORN HANDICAPPED AND THOSE WHO HAVE BECOME HANDICAPPED 
AT SOME LATER STAGE IN THEIR L I V E S . 
MANY PEOPLE THROUGH NO FAULT OF THEIR OWN, F A I L TO COPE 
ADEQUATELY WITH THE STRAINS AND PRESSURES OF MODERN 
INDUSTRIAL L I F E , AND MUST BE HELPED TO RESUME THEIR PLACE 
AS WORKING MEMBERS OF SOCIETY. 
PLACING HANDICAPPED PEOPLE IN INSTITUTIONS UNTIL THEY ARE 
DEEMED READY TO RE-ENTER SOCIETY IS NOT ENOUGH" IN I T S E L F . 
EVERY POSSIBLE EFFORT MUST BE MADE TO ENSURE THAT THEY 
MAINTAIN AS MUCH CONTACT A'S POSSIBLE WITH THE COMMUNITY 
AS A WHOLE, AND THAT THEY ARE, IF NECESSARY, TAUGHT SKILLS 
WHICH WILL BENEFIT THEM WHEN THEY RETURN TO THE COMMUNITY, 
AND WILL ENABLE THEM TO PLAY AN ACTIVE PART IN THE L I F E OF 
THE COMMUNITY. 
MY GOVERNMENT IS DEEPLY CONCERNED AT THE PLIGHT OF THE 
HANDICAPPED GENERALLY, AND DOES ALL IT CAN TO HELP THEM, 
BUT IT DOES NOT HAVE THE FUNDS TO DO AS MUCH AS I T WOULD 
L I K E . TO BE ABLE TO DO WHAT WE WANT, WE MUST HAVE MORE 
MONEY, AND THIS MONEY MUST COME FROM THE COMMONWEALTH 
GOVERNMENT. UNTIL THE COMMONWEALTH FULLY ACCEPTS ITS 
RESPONSIBILITY IN THIS F I E L D , CARE FOR THE HANDICAPPED 
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2. 
WILL NEVER REACH A DE5IRABLE LEVEL. 
I T IS HERE THAT ORGANISATIONS L IKE THE ROBIN HOOD COMMITTEE 
PLAY A V ITAL ROLE. THEY DO THINGS WHICH NO GOVERNMENT AT 
THE MOMENT CAN DO IN THE VERY IMPORTANT WORK OF ASSISTING 
MENTALLY, PHYSICALLY AND SOCIALLY HANDICAPPED PEOPLE THROUGH 
THE ARTS. 
IT IS WIDELY RECOGNISED THAT PAINTING IS A VALUABLE 
THERAPEUTIC A C T I V I T Y : IT ENABLES PEOPLE TO EXPRESS 
THEMSELVES WITHOUT I N H I B I T I O N S , AND PERHAPS TO ESTABLISH 
CONTACT WITH OTHER PEOPLE AND WITH L I F E IN GENERAL. 
THE ESTABLISHING OF CONTACT WITH OTHERS IS ONE OF THE MOST 
IMPORTANT FACTORS IN THE REHABILITATION OF THE HANDICAPPED. 
OFTEN THE PROBLEMS THEY FACE ARE NOT SO MUCH THE BALD FACT 
THAT THEY ARE PHYSICALLY OR MENTALLY HANDICAPPED, BUT THAT 
THEY ARE SOMEHOW DIFFERENT FROM OTHER PEOPLE AND THAT THEY 
CANNOT BE EFFECTIVE MEMBERS OF SOCIETY BECAUSE OF THIS 
DIFFERENCE. ONCE IT IS ESTABLISHED THAT THE DIFFERENCE IN 
ITSELF IS NOT SIGNIFICANT IN THE EYES OF THE GENERAL 
COMMUNITY BUT THAT THEY ARE IMPORTANT AS INDIVIDUALS IN 
THEIR OWN RIGHT, MANY OF THEIR PROBLEMS DISAPPEAR, OR BECOME 
EASIER TO SURMOUNT. 
IT SEEMS TO ME THAT THE ROBIN HOOD COMMITTEE IS WORKING 
TOWARDS THIS GOAL. FOR INSTANCE, THIS EXHIB IT ION INCLUDES 
PAINTINGS BY WELL-KNOWN ARTISTS A5 WELL AS HANDICAPPED 
ARTISTS, AND IT IS OFTEN VERY DIFFICULT TO PICK WHICH I S WHICH. 
AND THIS IS AN OPPORTUNE TIME TO MAKE AN IMPORTANT 
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ANNOUNCEMENT. MISS MARGARET COLLE HAS WON A COMMENDED 
AWARD. 
TH15 EXHIB IT ION HAS ALREADY BEEN SHOWN IN SYDNEY AND 
CANBERRA, AND FROM ADELAIDE IT WILL MOVE TO PERTH AND 
BRISBANE. I T IS AN IMPORTANT AND AN EXCITING E X H I B I T I O N , 
AND I AM VERY PLEASED TO DECLARE IT OPEN. 
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THE ROBIN HOOD COMMITTEE 
TO AID MENTALLY, PHYSICALLY AND 
SOCIALLY HANDICAPPED ' 
Donations of 02 and over are tax 
deductible 
GENERAL PRESIDENT 
MRS. JOY ALSTON, O . B . E . , 
UU1 RILEY STREET 
SURRY HILLS N.S.W. 2010 
AUSTRALIA. 
'PHONE 2 1 1 , 2 & 6 
2 7 / 5 / 7 0 
PRESS RELEASE 
The Robin Hood Committee announces i t s F i f t e e n t h 
Annual I n t e r n a t i o n a l Art Competition with d e t a i l s 
on the enclosed entry forms. Additional to t h i s 
however, there i s now added to. the l i s t of p r i z e s , ; 
•Three Year Scholarship for one o f four courses 
awarded by Famous Schools which adds to the Robin 
Hood Perpetual Trophy P r i z e . The paintings judged 
the best by Mr. E r i c Westbrook, Director of the 
National Gallery of V i c t o r i a , Mrs. Mary Al ice E v a t t 
of Canberra and a .Trustee of the Art Gallery o f 
The Art Gallery of N.S.W. and Mr. V.W. Hodgman, 
Keeper of the Art Gallery of Tasmania will t o u r a l l 
Australian S t a t e s . The Exhibit ion wil l begin in 
Sydney and be opened by The Premier of N.S.W., The 
Hon. R.W. Askin a t The Commonwealth Savings Bank, 
Martin P l a c e , Sydney on September 7* Entr ies are 
due a t The Commonwealth Savings Bank, Sydney by 
August 11 ,1970 
The Exhibition moves then to The Menzies B u i l d i n g , 
The Austral ian National Univers i ty Library ,Canberra 
then to The Art Gallery of Tasmania, and then to 
Adelaide, Perth and Brisbane where the Austral ian 
Tour concludes l a t e In: November. 
P r e s i dent. 
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